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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution, as amended,
was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the concurrent resolution
was amended so as to read: ‘‘Concur-
rent resolution expressing sympathy to
the people of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo who were tragically af-
fected by the eruption of the
Nyiragongo volcano on January 17,
2002.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I
was unavoidably detained in Oklahoma earlier
today on family business and missed votes on
H.R. 1892 and S. 1206. I respectfully request
that the RECORD reflect that, had I been here,
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on each of these
votes.

f

CONSIDERING MEMBER AS FIRST
SPONSOR OF H.R. 2714

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered as the first sponsor
of H.R. 2714, a bill originally intro-
duced by the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. LARGENT), for the purpose of
adding cosponsors and requesting re-
prints pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISAKSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from South
Carolina?

There was no objection.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPITO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f

CONGRESSIONAL WAR POWER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, the war
drums are beating, louder and louder.
Iraq, Iran, and North Korea have been
forewarned. Plans have been laid and,
for all we know, already initiated for
the overthrow and assassination of
Saddam Hussein.

There has been talk of sabotage, psy-
chological warfare, arming domestic
rebels, killing Hussein and even an out-
right invasion of Iraq with hundreds of
thousands of U.S. troops. All we hear
about in the biased media is the need
to eliminate Saddam Hussein, with lit-
tle regard of how this, in itself, might
totally destabilize the entire Middle
East and Central Asia. It could, in fact,
make the Iraqi problem much worse.

The assumption is that, with our suc-
cess in Afghanistan, we should now
pursue this same policy against any
country we choose, no matter how
flimsy the justification. It hardly can
be argued that it is because authori-
tarian governments deserve our wrath,
considering the number of current and
past such governments that we have
not only tolerated but subsidized.

Protestations from our Arab allies
are silenced by our dumping more
American taxpayers’ dollars on them.

European criticism that the U.S. is
now following a unilateral approach is
brushed off by the United States, which
only causes more apprehension in the
European Community. Widespread sup-
port from the eager media pumps the
public to support the warmongers in
the administration.

The pros and cons of how dangerous
Saddam Hussein actually is are legiti-
mate. However, it is rarely pointed out
that the CIA has found no evidence
whatsoever that Iraq was involved in
the terrorist attacks of 9–11.

Rarely do we hear that Iraq has never
committed any aggression against the
United States. No one in the media
questions our aggression against Iraq
for the past 12 years by continuous
bombing and imposed sanctions respon-
sible for the death of hundreds of thou-
sands of children in Iraq.

The Iraqis’ defense of their homeland
can hardly be characterized as aggres-
sion against those who rain bombs
down on them. We had to go over 6,000
miles to pick this fight against a
Third-World nation with little ability
to defend itself.

Our policies have actually served to
generate support for Saddam Hussein,
in spite of his brutal control of the
Iraqi people. He is as strong today, if
not stronger, as he was prior to the
Persian Gulf War 12 years ago.

Even today, our jingoism ironically
is driving a closer alliance between
Iraq and Iran, long-time, bitter en-
emies.

While we trade with and subsidize to
the hilt the questionable government
of China, we place sanctions on and
refuse to trade with Iran and Iraq,
which only causes greater antagonism.
But if the warmongers’ goal is to have
a war regardless of international law
and the Constitution, current policy
serves their interests.

Could it be that only by war and re-
moval of certain governments we can
maintain control of the oil in this re-
gion? Could it be all about oil and have
nothing to do with U.S. national secu-
rity?
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